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Preface

When properly understood, the Book of Revelation drives out fears and blesses the reader with a
fresh vision of Christ. It not only cleanses timidity that hides in the heart, it fuses steel into the
souls of men. This book inspires hope and drives pure hearts to dig deeper, to climb higher, and
to walk closer with Christ. In the midst of a culture hostile to the Christian faith, this book
provides perspective for the battle; vision to preach the gospel; and courage to stand firm in our
time against the forces of darkness.

This work is not a roadmap to end times. Rather, it seeks to perceive how the early church would
have interpreted this book. While many interpreters have relegated the visions to pertain to
presumptive future events, this work seeks to understand how these visions pertain to the seven
churches; that is, our first duty as interpreters is to recognize the original readers and to interpret
the work in light of their time. This is not always an easy task as we do not have all the
information we would like to have about the context of this book. For example, we would like to
know more about the “doctrine of the Nicolaitanes” but information is sparse. Nevertheless, we
do our best to discern the meaning of these visions to the first century readers.

This does not suggest, however, the Book of Revelation does not apply to our generation! The
forces and pressures upon the early readers are also common to our age and should be applied to
our time. This work does not take a perspective that the apocalyptic vision of John is describing
the last seven years of history future to us. But, this works does seek to find lessons in the book
that apply to our age and the forces of evil that confront the modern day church.

Interpreting this book correctly has been a struggle for me. After | wrote my first book on
Revelation, I literally threw it in the trash. Not only was I merely parroting other men’s thoughts,
my perspective was fatally futuristic. | realized | had to start over and interpret the book from
one main perspective: What did John's revelation mean to the first century mind?

Secondly, I had to study the nature of apocalyptic genre. While I believe in a literal interpretation
of Scripture, the genre of apocalyptic literature demands we use a different set of rules—rules
that apply to apocalyptic literature. While John’s work has a literal message, the lessons come to
us through a series of apocalyptic, mythological visions; that is, the task of the interpreter is to
recognize apocalyptic images as a vehicle of truth rather than a literal historical figure. The key
is to ask, “What did the code language mean to the John'’s audience?”

Thus, this commentary started as unedited lecture notes.

This work still needs to be edited by a professional editor as this task seems to go on forever.
Please forgive the grammatical errors as this was work evolved from simple lecture notes in its
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present form on three different computers and on four or five versions of Microsoft Word.
Sometimes I feel like a Christian typist where my left hand doesn’t know what my right hand is
doing.

The work was not written for scholars, though it has scholarly characteristics. It is written for
average Christians wrestling with the meaning and application of Revelation. At times it is heavy
on application. Hopefully, the reader will forgive the author of his over exuberance. It is my
hope, however, this work will provide refreshing insight into John’s work and be a guide to those
who want to interpret the book correctly and apply it accurately.

While Revelation does not predict the current events of our time, its lessons are definitely meant
to be applied by all believers throughout the Christian age to their struggles against apathy,
heresy, gospel resistance, and even tyranny at work in modern democratic states; that is, it is a
work that teaches how to stand firm in our time.

Brook Stockton,

Pastor and Professor of Theology
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Dedication

This work is dedicated to my wife, Jo Ann, who has born the heat of the day and the cold of the
night in our gospel ministry. May the Lord reward her for her encouragement and patience with
this pilgrim.

Revelation: Standing Firm In Our Time 2.0 ©
Brooky Stockton , Professor of Theology Page 7 of 301



Commentary on Revelation

Introduction to the Book of Revelation

(Hendriksen, 1967) (Bray, 1996) (Poythress, 2000) (Clouse, 1979) (McDowell, 1951) (Caird,
1966) (Metzger, 1993)

Authorship

John “the divine” was a former pastor of Ephesus. Divine was the Old English word for
theologian. While it does not imply deity or sainthood, it does involve the pursuit of God. John’s
authorship is confirmed by Irenaeus (170), pupil of Polycarp. For three hundred years after the
book was written, Revelation was credited to the aged apostle. Justin Martyr credits John, one of
the twelve, with writing the book. The three evidences of John’s authorship are (a) quotes from
the fathers, (b) the fact his name is mentioned five times in the book, and (c) his use of terms like
“logos” is consistent with John’s letters.

Date

The traditional date holds that John wrote about 90 AD. during the reign of Domitian (Caird,
1966, p. 6), but some scholars argue for an early date of 65-69 AD. These scholars believe the
book was written before the torrential destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. during the reign of
Nero.

There is one powerful reason to believe that John wrote Revelation before 70 AD. The temple, to
the Jews, even the Jewish Christians, was paramount in the Hebrew psychic. There is no way
John could symbolize his beloved city as “heavenly Jerusalem” without a reference to the
catastrophic destruction of earthly Jerusalem and its majestic temple if he wrote his book after 70
AD.

If John wrote this book after 70 AD., the silence regarding the destruction of Jerusalem is
deafening. The Neronian persecution of Christians, the dying off of the apostles, and the rumors
of war provide the context for John’s masterpiece. Though it is difficult to say with absolute
certainty the book was written before 70 AD., this is the perspective of this work.

Relationship to the Bible

Genesis is the book of beginnings; Revelation is the book of endings; Genesis is the book of
origins; Revelation is the book of consummations. To understand Revelation one must draw
upon our knowledge of Genesis, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and parts of the Old and New

Revelation: Standing Firm In Our Time 2.0 ©
Brooky Stockton , Professor of Theology Page 8 of 301



Commentary on Revelation

Testaments. Knowing with certainty when the Book of Revelation was written would solve
numerous interpretative differences among scholars®.

A Special Blessing Connected to the Book

Because there is a special blessing pronounced to those who read and cherish the hope embedded
in this book, we are treading on holy ground.

However, not all have tasted of its blessedness: Jerome said the book has as many riddles as it
has words. Luther wanted to remove this book from the Sacred Canon. He felt he could not obey
it because he did not understand it. One time | was in my serious professorial role lecturing on
the interpretive issues of Revelation in a seminary class. We discussed the differences of
interpretation of the seals, trumpets, beast, bowls, and the millennium. Puzzled one student raised
his hand and asked, “Now that I understand the issues, where is the blessing?” The class roared
with laughter, but the point hit home. It is easy to get wrapped up in the interpretive issues and
miss the blessing of this book.

The blessing is at least threefold:

(a) The first blessing is in understanding Christ and His present risen ministry. He is at work
among men during the Christian age to defeat man’s enemies and to advance the gospel despite
the opposition of the anti-God forces at work in history; and,

(b) The second blessing is found in God’s special care and concern and oversight of His people.
The King calls the people of Asia Minor to be completely devoted to Him and completely
separated from the godless system around them. Because devotion is so precious and so costly,
His people are the object of His affection. Furthermore, if there is an argument for the eternal
security of the true believer, Revelation is it. Though God’s people may suffer at the hands of
wicked men (governments), they are known, sealed, and safe under the altar.

L Evidence for the early date include: 1) the time references of soon coming cataclysmic events of Jewish importance
fit well with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.; 2) the 2" C. Syrian version of Revelation has the title, “John
the Evangelist in the Isle of Patmos, where he was thrown by Nero Caesar.” Nero died in 68 AD.; 3)

Some MSS known to Tischendorf read the number of the beast as 616 (Latin number for Nero Caesar: rsq wrn)
instead of the Hebrew 666 (Nero Caesar in Hebrew characters: rsq 'wrn). 4) Judaizers were still present in
Revelation 2:9, 3:9; According to Revelation 2:2 there were “other apostles.” All apostles were dead by 70 AD.
except John; 5) Nero fits well the description of the sixth king in Revelation 17. See footnote; 6) Nero Caesar does
fit the number of the beast in Hebrew and Latin; 7) The reader is told to calculate the number of the beast, which
seems to have immediate relevance. What purpose would immediate calculation have if the number only has
relevance two-thousand years removed from John’s time; 8) Seven churches are mentioned in Asia Minor which fits
well with 70 AD. In 90 AD., there were many more churches; 9) Matthew’s parallel in Chapter 24 regarding
Jerusalem’s destruction fits some of the catastrophes mentioned in Revelation; 10) The whole book, not just chapters
1-3, had to have immediate relevance to the original readers.
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(c) The work adds perspective about the resistance to gospel, cleanses the heart, fuses steel into
the soul, and inspires the devout with courage to confront the evils of their time with sword in
hand and garlic on the breath.

Meaning of Revelation

The word “revelation” (apoka,luyij) means “to disclose” or “unveil.” The work is an unveiling of
the powers and forces at work behind the scenes of history. It discloses the sovereign rule of
Christ and His authority over all of history. It has one message: Our God Reigns (Psalm 97:1).
Therefore, the Book should be understandable, but it may not be totally comprehendible.

The Grand Theme of the Book

The Hebrews saw the kingdom of God as the ultimate goal of history where the wicked would be
destroyed and the righteous would live in peace on a renewed earth (Malachi 4:1ff). See B.
Stockton, The Gospel of the Kingdom, Seminary Lecture Notes (2005) at Nikelnsights:
https://nikeinsights.famguardian.org/forums/forum/biblical-insights/eschatology/

Christ’s entrance into history to defeat man’s enemies changed everything. Early converts to
Christianity, however, did not totally understand the church age in between the suffering
Messiah and the reigning King. Peter, Paul, and others had no idea how long the church age
would last.

Therefore, the book was designed to give hope to the early Christians seeking to understand their
role as they faced the hostile, anti-God forces of Rome. John’s message assures believers that
Christ is the present, reigning Sovereign Who is in control of the events of history. He is
purifying His church and He will judge his enemies. Christ knows the suffering of His people
and calls them to be strong as they face hostilities of governments acting under color of law to
resist, slander, and imprison the uncompromising Christian. A grand and glorious future awaits
the people of God. John’s message is, “Live for Him now! Don’t compromise! Stand strong!”

Purpose of the Book

Perhaps, it is best to let others speak on the purpose of this marvelous book.

William Hendricksen: “The purpose of the book of Revelation is to comfort the militant church
in its struggle against the forces of evil.” (Hendriksen, 1967, p. 7).

Edward McDowell: “The Seer of Patmos recognized the irreconcilable nature of the rising
conflict between Rome and Christianity. He realized that it was a battle to the death. He saw that
two sovereignties, each claiming absolute allegiance, could not exist side by side. Christ or
Caesar must win the struggle. In the meantime Christians were dying in the conflict and others
would suffer and lose their lives because of their loyalty to the gospel . . . Its message was one of
encouragement and hope and of ultimate victory for those who were loyal to Christ. No doubt
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the message fired many an anxious Christian heart with holy zeal for the gospel and made him
ready to die in the cause, if death was to be the price of his loyalty” (McDowell, 1951, p. 6, 7).

Paul Kroll: Apocalyptic writers did not generally speculate about the end-time as coming in
some far-off future time. This would have held little meaning for the people to whom they wrote.
The apocalyptic writers were interested in the here and now. God's Messiah was coming very
soon to take away the burdens of the Jewish people, and lift them on high over the gentile
nations. Writers of apocalyptic, says M. Eugene Boring: “Addressed their own generation with
the urgency of those who cry out for meaning in their struggle and suffering. Their question was
not ‘When will the End come?’ but ‘What is the meaning of our suffering?’ It was not
speculative calculation but the tenacity of faith which came to expression in their conviction that
the end must be near” (Kroll, 1999; Boring, 2011, (Kroll, 1999)p. 43).

Paul Kroll, quoting G.B. Caird, summarizes the nature of apocalyptic literature:

... to encourage Jewish resistance to the encroachments of paganism, by showing
that the national suffering was foreseen and provided for in the cosmic purpose of
God and would issue in ultimate vindication. It is characteristic of these writings
that they portray the present crisis. . .against a background of world history, the
present struggle as part of the age-long struggle between the kingdom of light and
the kingdom of darkness, and victory over the immediate enemy as the
embodiment of the final victory of God. It is also characteristic of them that they
are written in symbolic language (Black's New Testament Commentaries, "A
Commentary on the Revelation of St. John the Divine," 2nd edition, p. 9).

To make sense of the Book of Revelation the student must try to understand, and even cultivate,
the apocalyptic frame of mind. This means putting away certain twentieth-century biases and
reserving judgment about the religious experiences that underlie this book and the images with
which it is filled (Interpreting the Book of Revelation, p. 15).

Perhaps, the NIV Bible, captures the purpose of the Revelation better than any other:

Since the Roman authorities at this time were beginning to enforce the cult of emperor worship,
Christians—who held that Christ, not Caesar, was Lord—uwere facing increasing hostility. Some
in the church were advocating a policy of compromise; this had to be corrected before its subtle
influence could undermine believers’ determination to sand fast in the perilous days that lay
ahead (Zondervan Publishers, 1984, p. 1698).

Revelation is not so much a message about the Second Coming of Christ as it is a message from
the Enthroned Christ on how the Christians should respond to Caesars mad with power while
demanding total allegiance to the State. When government is god in the minds of men, the Lord’s
servants, cannot expect other Christians not to attack them.
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And, here lies the key to application. Every age has its madmen drunk with power—men who
believe the only god on earth is government; that allegiance to the State is the highest good.
Francis Bellamy (1855-1931) was one of these men. Bellamy, a liberal socialist, believed the
State was the key to building the socialist utopia on earth. It was Bellamy who designed the first
Pledge of Allegiance . . . and the name of “God” was not in it. His goal was to produce a nation
of statists, and he succeeded!

The thesis of Christianity is, “Christ is King.” The antithesis is, “The government is god.” The
synthesis of these two propositions can be summarized in themes like, “Serving God and
Country.” And, it was doctrines like this that threatened to compromise the purity and power of
first century Christianity. Thus, the Book of Revelation was delivered to the original readers to
extinguish polytheism, pluralism, and statism. The purpose of the book is to produce pure
virgins; i.e., Christians totally dedicated to Christ (Chapter 14:1-5).

According to the German historian, Ethelbert Stauffer, the religious principle of the Roman
Empire, from the days of Augustus on, was salvation by Caesar: “Salvation is to be found in

none other save Augustus, and there is no other name given to men in which they can be saved.”
(CA Farmer 241:5 (Oct. 5, 1974), p. 28).

This helps us to understand the boldness of St. Peter, and the truth he declared about Christ:

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

When Peter preached that Jesus was Lord, he declared war on Rome!

War between Christ and Caesar, the Christians and Rome, was inevitable. The State and its
emperors claimed to offer salvation and demanded unlimited to devotion to the State. The church
declared that salvation was only in Christ. The Christians had the truth, but Rome had the power.
Thus, this book is about how Christians should respond when governments enforce devotion to
the State through their penal codes and LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL.

We are again living in the age of Caesars and political messiahs. All over the world, politicians,
whose cornerstone is man, offer their plans for salvation: “Look to me . . . Vote for me . . . and
be saved.” Modern Christians, by their devotion and their 30% tithe to the democratic State, have
fallen into the pre-Christian error that the State is god; that only the State can save us, that the
State is the source of law and must be obeyed.

Thus, the need of our time is to learn afresh the lessons of Revelation; that Christ is Lord and
Savior; that government cannot save us.
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However, this truth does not mean that Christians are to surrender their government to be ruled
by pagans. The gospel demands believers responsible political action. Christians of every age
must do the best they can to call kings to surrender to the King of kings.

Interpretive Approaches to Revelation

The following is adapted from Ray Summers, 1951, Worthy is the Lamb, Broadman Press, p. 28-
51

Futurism: This view regards Revelation as wholly eschatological, addressing the events of the
end of the world including but not limited to: a seven year tribulation, conversion of the Jewish
nation, rise of an Antichrist, the collapse of civilization as we know it, the millennial reign, and
the final judgment. Futurism is divided into two groups: (a) Darbyite dispensationalism?
(Lindsey), and (b) historical premillennialism (Ladd).

The main weakness of this view is its insistence the majority of the book has nothing to do with
“those to who first received the writing, for those who have used it, or for any who use it up to
the last seven years of history; that is, it only applies to those living during the alleged “great
tribulation period.”

A second great weakness of this method is that by pushing the vision into the future, the average
Christian may not see a need to apply the central message of this book to his life now.

Furthermore, futurism diminishes the importance of the present reign of Christ during the
Christian era. The hope, to them, is not that Christ reigns in this age, but that He will reign
during an alleged, future, distant, utopian millennium. Thus, all hope and all solutions are
wrapped up in the “rapture” and the alleged establishment of a millennium. This book does not
call Christians to sit on a cushion of strawberries and wait for the rapture.

The Continuous Historical-Method: This method looks at Revelation as a forecast of church
history, particularly the corrupt papacy during the 16th century and the great apostasy of the
Catholic Church in history. This view arose in theological literature before and after the
Reformation. The main weakness of this approach is that it, like futurism, fails to consider what
the book meant to the original readers. A 15" century power-hungry pope would have little
interest to the first-century mind.

Summers comments: “No interpretation can be regarded as the correct one if it
would have been meaninaless to those who first received the book. What

2 Darbyite Dispensationalism comes from J.N. Darby, a Plymouth Brethren, and it is based on the sin qua non of
dispensationalism; that is, the belief that the church is a “parenthesis” in history and that those called “Jews” will
replace the church in history during the supposed tribulation period.
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could be more meaningless that the consideration of apostasy 1600 years removed
from the original readers?”” (Summers, 1951).

The General Symbolic Approach or Idealistic Method: This method correctly sees Revelation
as a pageant full of symbols, but interprets the symbols as universal expressions of God’s
government whose operation may be observed with men in every age. The symbolic-apocalyptic
approach sees the visions as giant, holy, political cartoons® with mythological proportions like
we see in daily newspapers where artists portray political struggle with images of dancing
donkeys and snorting elephants in dynamic tension. In this book, however, the struggle is not
between democrats and republicans, but a struggle between God’s people and the anti-God
forces in history. An adaptation of this approach sees the conflict that was raging in John’s day
having a grand consummation at the end of time.

John is attempting to unveil the forces behind the scenes of history. Thus, we have an unveiling,
a revelation. These symbols reveal forces and powers on the landscape of politics as time
marches toward the climax of history. These spiritual powers are at work in the world and will be
with us until the end of the age.

The strength of this position is that it seeks to interpret the symbols and apply them to our time.
The weakness, however, is the symbols in Revelation are not universal symbols, but esoteric
symbols known primarily to the mind of the Asian Christians—a mind familiar with the Old
Testament (OT.). Bruce Metzger explains, “In attempting to understand John’ symbolism, we
must consider not only the book itself, but also his use of the Old Testament” (Metzger, 1993, p.
13).

These symbols have relevance and meaning to the original readers that is sometimes difficult for
modern readers to grasp. Thus, we are at a disadvantage because we can’t always discern what
the symbols meant to the Christians in Asian Minor. Consequently, we may have difficulty
applying John’s lessons accurately in our time.

Preterism: This view is the opposite of futurism. It asserts rather narrowly that the book has
already been fulfilled. There are at least two types of conservative preterists:

(a) radical or early preterism believes the majority of the book was written before 70 AD.,
predicted 70 AD., and was fulfilled during the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.; and,

3 The term “cartoon” is not meant to blacken the holy character of this extraordinary book, but to compare the
images in this book to modern day political cartoons found in newspapers that capture our attention and stimulate
our imagination about present political conflicts and anomalies. John paints pictures with mythological proportions
to stimulate our imaginations.
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(b) late preterism which views the majority of the book relates to the first century Roman Empire
under Domitian.

The strength of this position is that it is true to the original readers. The background, the time,
and the meaning of the book relates to those who first read the book. Any true interpretation of
Revelation must include and relate to the first century church. Perhaps the only objection to this
method is that some preterists may seek to limit its application to people living in John’s day and
fail to apply it to similar pressures facing Christians today (Ladd, 1972).

Historical Background Method: Summers lists this as a separate method, though it is closely
associated with preterism. This method seeks to rediscover the mind, emotions, culture, images,
morality, values, myths, religious beliefs, and political policies being practiced between 60 AD.
and 95 AD. in order to provide a context for the interpretation of John’s symbols. There is hardly
a thing wrong with this method save the difficulty of completely discovering the first-century
mind.

Combination Schools: Many interpreters combine two of the schools of interpretation in order
to resolve their own interpretive issues. Ladd, for example, said the following: “We conclude
that the correct method of interpreting the Revelation is a blending of the preterist and the
futurist methods” (Ladd, 1972, p. 11).

Most interpreters combine several methods. The goal, | believe, is to do all we can do to interpret
the symbols in the book consistently with the first century mind and leave room to apply its
lessons to present day readers. This interpretive method may not be as exciting as futurism which
often envisions images as Apache attack helicopters and patriot missiles exploding over Israel in
an imagined invasion of Russia into the Levant, but it is a sound method that will lead to the real
message and virtues of the Book of Revelation.

In wrestling through the meaning of this book and how to interpret it, it is important to
understand that Christ came to his battle-weary church to minister to his exhausted people in
order to impress upon them that they were loved, that they were on the right side of the spiritual
war, and that Christianity would be victorious over the anti-god forces of their day; that is, they
should be encouraged and strengthened to stand for Christ even though loyalty to Christ may
cost them their lives.

Interpretive Principles

See the Appendices in this book for the Rules of Interpretation followed in this work.
Whatever approach one takes regarding the Book of Revelation, it must perform the following:
(a) 1t must relate to the original readers of Revelation. Any approach that removes the meaning

of this book from the first century truncates original intent; and,
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(b) it must have relevance to Christians who will appear in time on the stage of history. Any
approach that binds the apocalypse to the first century or pushes it entirely into the future all but
destroy a proper application of the Apocalypse. The book should be interpreted in light of the
first-century mind, but its lessons apply to all saints in all ages; and,

(c) the symbols of the book must be interpreted, not literally, but figuratively in light of the
Hebrew mind. The symbolic fulfillment of a tree is not a bigger tree. If a tree is a symbol then it
must mean something besides being a tree. John’s revelation is codified. There are over 400
references to the Old Testament in this book. Apocalyptic literature is sign-i-fied to frustrate
hostile powers and cod-i-fied it in a way that those familiar with the subject could decipher its
message.

Interpreting Revelation is a challenge. Two extremes must be avoided: (a) hyper-literalism: the
result of literalizing symbolic images, and (b) hyper-symbolism, the result of applying symbolic
meaning to literal terms.

One should not interpret Revelation with a newspaper in one hand and a Bible in the other.

The key question is not, “What does Revelation mean to me?” but “What did the book mean to
the seven churches?”

Get into the mind of Original Readers!

John’s work utilizes Hebrew-isms and apocalyptic language to convey truth. Truth is transported
from heaven to earth using mythological imagery to impress the mind. Images are the conduit
through which truth travels. Though John borrows from the OT, he infuses those images with NT
meaning.

The use of a symbol is not the reality conveyed. Rather, the use of a symbol is the vehicle of
communicating reality.

John’s revelation is not an engineering, mathematical, lawyer-like presentation of the last seven
years of history. It is written to right-brain people with an artistic, creative, imaginative, and
intuitive set of skills. An engineer who uses his calculator and slide rule to interpret this book
will end up in Looneyville near Lake Silly.

Quoting Pieters, Summers says, “Revelation is addressed chiefly to the imagination.”
Writers of apocalyptic, says M. Eugene Boring:

Addressed their own generation with the urgency of those who cry out for
meaning in their struggle and suffering. Their question was not "When will the
End come?" but ""What is the meaning of our suffering?"’ It was not
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speculative calculation but the tenacity of faith which came to expression in their
conviction that the End must be near (Boring, 2011, p. 43).

John does not tell. He shows. John does not analyze. He paints truth on the canvas of men’s
minds. He does not pile on information and facts never allowing the reader to deduce anything.
He stirs the imagination. He impresses the mind with images that stir hope and faith.

Those who approach Revelation seeking a logical explanation of history or a roadmap of the
future will be disappointed. Revelation is NOT a manual on the events preceding the Parousia.
Apocalyptic writers did not generally speculate about the end of the world and some far-off
future time. Terminal concerns about the end of history held little meaning for the people to
whom they wrote. The apocalyptic writers were interested in the here and now. Why am |
suffering? Why won’t city official allow me into the market place? Why are Roman legions
banging on my door coming after me?

There is only one correct interpretation . . . but there are many applications.

Revelation should not be interpreted in light of modern day politics or American life. But, it must
be applied to the modern life. It does not predict future events in the United States or Britain or
Europe or South Africa or Australial! But, it can be applied to modern politics because modern
States often become hostile to the true gospel.

*References to the modern State or even the United States in this work are simply observations
on how the political forces at work in John’s day are present in our time. No reference to the
United States should be considered as part of the interpretation of John’s work. Rather, these
references are simply an example of how the truth in the Book of Revelation can be applied to
our times.

Structure of the Book

THE FIRST VISION
The Vision of the Glorified Christ
The Message to the Seven churches
THE SECOND VISION
A Glimpse Into the Heavenly Throne Room
The Lamb and the Scroll
The Opening of the Seven Seals

The Blasting of the Trumpets
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The Woman and the Dragon

The Beast and His Followers

The Lamb and His Followers

The Seven Bowls of Wrath
THE THIRD VISION

Mystery Babylon

The Dirge of Babylon

The Rider on the White Horse

The Thousand Year Reign of Christ

The New Heaven and the New Earth
THE FOURTH VISION

The New Jerusalem
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The Prologue

Consistent with the ancient literary style of writing, the first few verses inform us about the
author, how the book came to be written, and the destination of the work.

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel
unto his servant John:

The word “revelation” comes from the Greek word “apocalypse” (Vapoka,luyij). Apocalypse is
from “apo” meaning “from,” and kaplipsis meaning “that which is hidden,” “unveiling,”
“manifestation,” or a “burlesque;” hence, we get the word “revelation.” The word kaplipsis
describes its content as well as its type of literature. It is an unveiling of truth in apocalyptic*
tradition. The title is not plural, but singular.

Revelation employs the apocalyptic to convey truth. Apocalyptic language uses hyperbole to
carry the message and to impress the mind. The language is dynamic, figurative, and
cataclysmic. The first apocalyptic book was Daniel. Daniel was written to excite faith among the
Hebrews who faced political bondage. Like Daniel, Revelation is full of mythological images
designed to stir the imagination about God’s work among His servants. The symbols are vessels
that carry a literal cargo, but the symbols are not to be taken literally.

The phrase “of Jesus Christ” describes the source of the book. The source of the book is divine
because it contains that “which God gave unto him.” Jesus received the revelation from God, and
Jesus gave it to His servants. The recipients are Christian ministers, the people with an ear open
to heaven’s message. Thus, here lies the purpose of the book, to shed light in dark times: “The
entrance of Your words gives light,” (Psalm 119:130).

Shortly; John explains the relevance of His revelation: that “what must shortly come to pass . ..”
This kind of language makes it difficult to accept a futuristic interpretation of the Apocalypse. A
futurist will surely say, “that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). But, does the word “shortly” (gene,sqai evn ta,cei) refer to human time
or God’s time? The Greek word for “shortly” is tachos wherein we get the word tachometer. It

4 The genre of apocalyptic literature is marked by “end time” themes using mythological metaphors to stir the
imagination about concealed realities.
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means “quickly,” or “immediately.” By “shortly” John means that his message is imminent and
relevant to the Christians in the first century; that is, it was intended for the original readers®.

The one saying that “shortly” means two thousand years makes mincemeat of meaning and intent
of language — a modern duplicitous invention designed to empower Zionism and end times
schemes.

Note the source, agency, channel, and author. John is the author. Unlike Jewish apocalyptic,
pseudonymous writers, John identifies himself. While we can’t say with 100% assurance that the
Apostle John was the author, he is the logical choice. John is not to be judged by the likes of
Judas, one of the five worst books in history, or any of the Jewish apocalyptic writings during the
Intertestament Period. The Apostle John was well known to all the saints in Asia Minor.

The word “angel” means “messenger.” A special angel was assigned to John to aid him in
receiving the difficult portions of this revelation and to assist him in writing it to the churches.
Use of angels in delivering messages to John suggests the seriousness and gravity of the
apocalypse.

Revelation 1:2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ,
and of all things that he saw.

Record: John identifies himself as a witness of the incarnate work of Jesus Christ and His
Divine personage. Jesus is the logos®, the visible manifestation of the invisible God. Normally, a
“word” is something one hears. John saw the Word; that is, John sees himself as a juror receiving
legal, evidential proofs that Jesus indeed was from God and was God.

The word “testimony” denotes the legal nature of the life and message of Christ as a sworn
witness. He is God’s affidavit. This is consistent with his other writings (John 1:1; 1 John 1:1-4).
The use of the word “logos” provides evidence that the author is the Apostle John. Great events
of history are revealed to God’s prophets and John now has the honor of being God’s prophet to
His generation (Amos 3:7).

5 Though one day is as a thousand years to the Lord, | am of the opinion that the word soon must refer to human
time for the following reason: What possible comfort could the saints in Asia Minor, of whom many would face
martyrdom, extract from a letter if 80% of the work applied to saints two or three thousand years removed from the
people in John’s day? Preterists have a point: The imagery of the book was designed to disclose to the prospective
martyrs the real nature of their suffering and its place in the eternal purposes of God (Caird, 1966).

6 In Greek philosophy, the term logos was used to describe the first principle of a thing, the fundamentals of a
system. Greeks saw the logos as the intermediate agency by which God created material things and communicated
with them. In John’s gospel, the logos was thought of as a bridge between the transcendent God and transient man.
Therefore, for his Greek readers, the term logos brought forth the idea of a Christ as the Mediator between God and
man, the physical manifestation of the invisible God; truly God, truly man.
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Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.

John expected his book to be read out loud in public. This is the only book in the Bible that
promises a blessing to those reading and keeping (throu/ntej, tereo) those things written in the
book.

The word “keep” means “to preserve” or “to watch “or “to treasure the light coming from the
message.”

The pronoun “he” is singular implying personal responsibility and interest.

“They that hear” references the reading of Scripture in the churches. There were no printing
presses, but there were skillful orators assigned to read John’s message in the church. It is a
blessing because it records the final triumph of Christ over Satan, sin, and death.

Blessing: It is a blessing because it instructs believers on how to live during times when the
villain appears to triumph over the “good guy” on the world stage. It is a blessing because the
revelation explains the meaning of their suffering. It is a blessing because Protagonist defeats the
antagonists. The work called for a response to Christ and resistance to the anti-god forces at
work in history—thus, there is a blessing to the one who hears and obeys.

Luther struggled with the Book saying, “My spirit cannot accommodate itself to this book. There
is no sufficient reason for small esteem in which I hold it -- that Christ is neither taught nor
recognized” (Luther, 1960, p. 399).

Unlike Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 12:9) which was sealed till the end, the Book of Revelation is
unsealed signifying that it had relevance to the original readers (Revelation 22:10).

Time at hand: Again, John gives us a time reference for the events of this book: “for the time is
at hand” or “near” or “upon us.” John’s message is not about events two thousand years removed
from his day. The temporal impression in the first three verses is that John was expecting his
visions to be inaugurated in and during the life time of the original readers. This same time
reference is used at the conclusion of the book in 22:10.

What possible encouragement could the churches of the first century receive from a message
intended for the people living two millenniums in the future? It is important to note that the term
“at hand” or “near” is in the didactic portions of the book and not in the visionary, symbolic
portions of the book. Thus, we can conclude that the term “at hand” is literal and not figurative;
that the entire work has immediate application to the saints living during the time of John. Do not
hear what is not being said. While Revelation was written for the original readers, it does have
applications for our time. Those who hear and obey will be blessed.
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John’s Address

Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace,
from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which
are before his throne;

Seven churches: John wrote to seven churches of Asia Minor (Modern Turkey). The seven
churches were in Asia and formed a circle by their geographical location. These communities of
Christians were established by the missionary activity of the Apostle Paul and his co-workers.
Later, John became a pastor in the area and all looked to him for leadership. While the book is
addressed to these communities, John intended it to be circulated to other churches. The word
“church” (evkklhsi,aij, ecclesias) means “assemblies” implying local congregations of people, not
buildings. A gathering of believers created a local temple, the dwelling place of the Eternal
Spirit.

“Grace” and “peace” are conferred. Grace presents dynamic agape that gently persuades hearts
to do the will of God. Grace must be received before peace can reign in the heart.

The author, Theos, is defined in relation to time: He was. He is. He is to come. This is a
Christian elaboration of Exodus 3:14 where YHWH (the Tetragrammaton is generally
pronounced “Yahweh”) identified Himself as the “One Who shall be what He shall be” to His
people; that is, He is the all sufficient “I Am” of the Old Testament.’

The number “seven” is used fifty-four (54) times in Revelation. Sometimes it is used
symbolically, and at other times it is used literally. The adjective “seven” (hepta) is not literal in
this text, but symbolic of Divine perfections.

Seven spirits: God does not have seven distinct spirits. Symbolically, seven is the number of
completion and perfection. The “seven spirits” represent the Holy Spirit in fullness of activity
and power. Possibly, John is referencing Isaiah’s seven fold blessing of the Spirit (Isaiah 11:2),
or Zechariah’s vision of the lamp stand where the angel identified the lamp stand as “the eyes of
the Lord which range over the whole earth” where the burden is “not by might or power, but by
my Spirit” says the Lord of Hosts (4:6).

The seed doctrines of the Trinity can be seen in these two verses. The word “apo” (from) is used
three times as an ablative of source. This book is “from him” (The Father), from the “seven
spirits” (The Holy Spirit), and from “Jesus Christ” (the Son).

" The four Hebrew Letters of the Tetragrammaton (hA"ihy >, YHwWH) form the sacred name of the Creator. The four
consonants are without vowels. Thus, the exact pronunciation of the Holy Name is uncertain; therefore, modern
Jews rarely quote The Name in public. The Tetragrammaton is translated “LORD” in most English translations to
inform the reader of the use of YHWH in the text.
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The Titles of Christ

Revelation 1:5-6 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten
of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood; And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

The Second Person of the Trinity is described in four ways:
As Messiah: Jesus is the “Christos” or Messiah, the anointed of God.
Faithful witness: As a witness He faithfully proclaimed the truth as a good prophet.

The word “witness” and “martyr” are the same word. Jesus experienced martyrdom for his
witness. Likewise, many in Asia faced the possibility of being executed by Roman authorities for
their witness to the truth of the gospel and their resistance to the totalitarian State. These
Christians are encouraged to remember the One they are following: He is faithful; He is Ruler
over earthly magistrates. By virtue of his death and resurrection, He is highly exalted above all
earthly authority. (See Stockton, B. (2014). The Five Pillars of the Gladiator Gospel)

But, there is another use of the term “witness” which is much more primary to our understanding
of Jesus as a “faithful Witness.” The Scriptural idea of a witness is one who testifies to the truth
in a trial and who participates in throwing the first stone at the condemned (Deuteronomy 17:6,
7). That is, as God’s Witness, Jesus is the Executor of the wrath of God. John’s vision is one that
portrays Christ not as one who has more sugar than the fairy godmother, but the Executor of the
Divine vengeance upon rebels. This is certainly a fitting title for Christ in the Book of
Revelation. “’Vengeance is mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord” (Isaiah 63:4; Romans 12:19)

First Begotten of the Dead: Jesus is the first begotten from the dead. As the First Begotten, He
heads a new race of people, a new humanity destined to share in the glory of His resurrection.
This new humanity is a new Israel or the true Israel of God.

As “firstborn” he was the first to pass through death in the resurrected state. Therefore, because
of Who He is, others will have opportunity to bear witness to His historical triumph over death
and His sovereignty over the kings of the earth. If called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice, His
witnesses are assured they will pass safely into the presence of God.

As King: John uses the term “prince” (archon) which can be translated “chief,” “ruler,” “king,”
or “Supreme Ruler.” He is not one among many for there is only one Lawgiver (James 4:12) and
one Mediator between God and men (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus is the Ruler of the kings of the earth,
the Potentate, the Chief Justice of Heaven’s Supreme Court, the Chief Legislator, the
Commander and Chief of the Father’s will: “For the LORD (Jesus) is our judge, the LORD
(Jesus) is our lawgiver, the LORD (Jesus) is our king; he will save us” (Isaiah 33:22). The
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critical message of Revelation is the Sovereignty of Jesus! His reign is not something in the
future, but a present reality to believe and enjoy now. Neither Satan, nor men, nor chance govern
the affairs of men.

If God is the Creator of the entire universe, then it must follow that He is the Lord of the whole
universe. No part of the world is outside of His lordship. That means that no part of my life must
be outside of His lordship.

God does not rule by the consent of His subjects but by His sovereign authority. His reign
extends over me whether | vote for Him or not — (R.C. Sproul).

“To argue that God is “trying His best” to save all mankind, but that the majority
of men will not let Him save them, is to insist that the will of the Creator is
impotent, and that the will of the creature is omnipotent.”

-- (Arthur W. Pink, The Sovereignty of God)

Jesus is the Referee over all the events of history. If we miss this truth, we miss the main
message of the book. He is the highly exalted Christ. The Lord Jesus reigns now! And, if Jesus is
not sovereign, He is not God. If He is sovereign, then the kings of the earth are accountable to
Him.

The blessing of being a saint is mentioned. Saints are cherished, cleansed, crowned, and chosen.

As loved ones, saints are the objects of divine affection and favor. Christians are loved not
because they are lovable, but because it is God’s nature to love His creatures.

Washed in the Blood: believers are presented as cleansed ones. By virtue of the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ, the saints are washed and purified from sin. The agent of this
purification is blood. Since blood is the currency of the spirit world, it is by Christ’s blood
believers are cleansed and redeemed. This takes us back to the story of Cain and Abel where
Cain offered beets, broccoli and beans to God and was rejected, and where Abel offered blood
and was accepted. Let us remember, there are only two religions in the world, the sweaty religion
of Cain and the bloody religion of Abel. Christianity rejects the way of Cain, and follows the
way of Abel, the first prophet (Luke 11:50-51).

Kings and Priests: The proper translation of this is, “He made us a kingdom of priests to God.”

As crowned ones, saints are citizens of His kingdom (a kingdom: basilean, singular) by virtue of
their association with Christ who sits at the right hand of the Father. The term basilean is
translated “kings” in some versions, but the better translation is “a kingdom” (basilean not
basileis) with the idea of rule contained therein—not ruled, but reigning triumphant over all
enemies (Barnes, 1975); not slaves, but sovereigns sharing in the reign of the Sovereign (1
Corinthians 7:23). Moreover, America was built on the foundations of Christianity wherein the
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People are considered sovereign by virtue of their endowment by the Creator (See the
Declaration of Independence).

John attributes glory to Christ for his accomplishments. Glory is fitting for Him who stooped so
low, even to the death of the cross, to raise us so high. John’s benediction includes increased
“dominion” (kratos = strength) or political power. Only an all wise, all loving, all powerful,
humble Savior is worthy of increased dominion.

See the Appendices for more on Christians as “Kings and Priests of God.”

Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

He cometh with clouds: In modern times, men have understood this verse to refer to the second
coming of Christ. However, we must ask, “What did this phrase mean to the original readers?”
The phrase “coming in the clouds” is apocalyptic language. The Christians of Asia Minor would
have linked this verse with Daniel 7:9-14 where Daniel sees the Son of Man coming in the
clouds of heaven before the Ancient of Days to be given “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

The time had come for the world to know the gospel, even mourn over earth’s treatment of
God’s Anointed. The One the Jews crucified is the Lord Christ reigning at the right hand of God.
His coming is not the Parousia, but sovereignty in action by virtue of His coronation as King of
kings and Lord of lords.

When the Lord Jesus entered His ministry, He announced: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:17). The Kingdom of God is the rule of God. God’s rule came in the Person and
ministry of Christ. By virtue of Christ’s death and resurrection, He ascended into the clouds to sit
at the right hand of the Father as Ruler of Mankind (Acts 2:33). Sitting at the right hand of God
is another way of saying that Christ, as our Representative, is reigning now as King of the
Nations. John is assuring his people that the One they are following has absolute authority over
the events taking place in history. Though evil exist around them, “he is coming in the clouds.”
God is at work through the Lord Jesus Christ saving men and purging out evil through the gospel
now, today!

See B. Stockton, The Gospel of the Kingdom, Seminary Lecture Notes (2005) at Nikelnsights:
https://nikeinsights.famguardian.org/forums/forum/biblical-insights/eschatology/

See a study of clouds in the index of this work.
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Present Exalted Life of Christ: Revelation is more about the present exalted life of Christ, our
Lord’s concern for His people, and His superintendence over the events of history than about His
second coming. Selah!

Pierced: Saints may rest assured that no matter what happens, history is in the palm of nail-
pierced hands. His eye is upon them, and He will always be with them. They need only to
recognize the fierce power of the Son of Man. The need of the hour is to gloat over the
sovereignty of the Christ. He is the “King of the Nations.” Oh, that Christians would remind their
pagan politicians of the Sovereignty of Christ (Jeremiah 10:7)!

At times, the powers of evil appear to prevail, but we can rest assured that our Lord is the “Alpha
and Omega” of history. Evil men will come and go, but God will outlast them all. In the end, He
will triumph and bring history toward its ultimate conclusion, the kingdom of God in a new
heaven and new earth (21:1ff).

Revelation 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

The “I” appears to be the voice of God the Father . . . but could very well be the voice of the
Lord Jesus Christ. See 1:10, 11, 12, 14, 17, 18; 22:13). Alpha and Omega is the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet. He is the source and the conclusion of history. He created all
things, and by Him all things will be consummated. He is the uncaused cause, the “I Am,” the
One being and existing, the perpetual beginning and ending, the everlasting eternal Creator.

Almighty: By this title, Abraham knew the Lord (Genesis 17:1). The LXX uses omnipotent (o
pantokra,twr, pantokrator) for the expression “Lord of Hosts.” But, to John, omnipotence is not
the power of unlimited coercion, but the power of invincible love (Caird, 1966, p. 19).
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1 THE FIRST VISION
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1.1 The Vision of the Glorified Christ

1.1.1 Origin of the Vision

Revelation 1:9 | John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

This passage describes John’s circumstances when he wrote the book. He was a brother and
fellow-participant in the distress, and reign, and exercise of endurance because of Jesus.

Brother: John was a believer writing to fellow Christians (John 1:10-13). John was not sitting
under a shade tree while his brethren worked in the fields during the heat of the day. He shared
their affliction.

A “companion in tribulation” indicates that the churches in Asia Minor were undergoing some
form of persecution. This is a key to understanding the book. Alone in communion with the
Lord, John gained perspective . . . and, he was able to inform these believers how to respond to
Christ under the political pressures of their age.

Kingdom: The phrase “and in the kingdom” refers to his position under the rule of God as a de
jure citizen of the Age to Come.

[See B. Stockton, The Gospel of the Kingdom, Seminary Lecture Notes (2005) at Nikelnsights:
https://nikeinsights.famguardian.org/forums/forum/biblical-insights/eschatology/]

Patience: The term “patience” means that John was waiting for the consummation of the
kingdom to be manifest in history; and, that he was enduring the hardship inflicted on him by
Roman tibuni plebes with little tolerance for Christians.

Patmos is about eight miles long from north to south in the Aegean Sea composing about fifty
square miles. Romans sent prisoners to this penal island. Caird mentions two types of criminal
sentences: (a) deportatio in insulam which involved the loss of all rights and property, and the
lesser sentence, (b) relegatio in insulam which involved neither loss of property or rights. Caird
followed Ramsey’s argument for the latter because (a) only the Emperor could punish crimes
against the State, and (b) because at this time in history, Christianity was punished more severely
through exile. Probably, some governor banished John to the island based on his own rules and
authority (Caird, 1966).

The Word of God: The phrase “for the Word of God” suggests John was on the island because
of Roman hostility to the faith. Any man who advances the principles of the Bible as the
authority for faith and conduct can expect resistance, even imprisonment. John was not
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imprisoned because he was a Christian, but because he applied the gospel to politics. Keep in
mind, early Christian preachers preached about another King, King Jesus. This proclamation
threatened Caesar worship (god-government) in the first century (Acts 17:1-7).

Revelation 1:10-11 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What
thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and
unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

Spirit: “In the Spirit” refers to a spiritual state of being conscious of Christ, a condition
necessary to receive revelation. Ezekiel uses the same phrase “in the Spirit” (Ezekiel 37:1).

First-day Sabbath: The “Lord’s Day” is Sunday. It refers to the first day of the week; that is, to
the “First-day Sabbath” (mian sabbatou), the true Sabbath, the restored Sabbath mentioned in 1
Corinthians 16:1-2. Early Christians recognized Sunday as a holy day, the day the creative
Sabbath was properly restored. It was the day that Jesus rose from the dead. It is, therefore,
appropriate for Christians to meet on Sunday and to keep the “First-day Sabbath” holy as unto
the Lord. Any religious order that holds up the old Saturday Sabbath disgraces the NT gospel.

“On the Lord’s day” and the “day of the Lord” are equivalent phrases in English, but not so in
Greek. In Greek (evn th/| kuriakh/| h'me,ra|), the word “Lord” is in an adjectival position and
refers to a day which belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ. When the Scripture refers to the “day of
Jehovah,” the word “Lord” is in the genitive.

In 1 Corinthians 11:20, Paul refers to the “Lord’s supper” (kuriako.n dei/pnon) where
again the word “Lord” is in the adjectival position. The use of “Lord” as an adjective
implies something instituted. In the latter, it is the supper; in the former, it is a day.

The “Lord’s Day” refers to Sunday®--the day Jesus triumphed over the grave and proving that He
is Lord over all negative forces operating against mankind. In Christian history, Sunday
appropriately replaced the Saturday “Sabbath” and became the “day of rest” for believers. But, as
the values of humanists took over the culture, and because modern Evangelicalism experiences a
paucity of conviction on this subject, many churchmen lost their reverence for this holy day.

Trumpet: John heard a voice like a trumpet -- clear, piercing, commanding attention.

8 Though Sunday is considered a holy day by Christians and a day of assembling for worship, it is important not to
treat the day as a legal “Sabbath” or to transfer the legal Sabbatical restrictions to Sunday. Sabbatical law ended with
Christ (Romans 10:4; Galatians 4:1-15; 5:1; Colossians 2:14ff). We observe Sunday as the Lord’s Day, but without
it OT Sabbatical punishments.
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Alpha and Omega: The title alpha and omega is now identified. Christ claimed to be the “first
and the last,” and “the beginning and the end.” He is not one among many. He is not just a
religious teacher. Jesus is not only the Center of history but the Creator and Consummator of
history. Since the OT called YHWH the “first and last,” and sense the Spirit calls Jesus the “first
and the last”; this statement identifies Jesus as Yahweh (Isaiah 41:4). Only Yahweh is Savior,
but since Jesus manifested his power over death by virtue of His death, burial, and resurrection,
then Jesus must be Yahweh / Yeshua. All others are imposters.

There is only one, true absolute, unchanging God, and Jesus is the physical manifestation of the
invisible God. He is the LORD of the OT sharing the same substance of Almighty God but
distinguishable from the Father in His person (See the Shema: Deuteronomy 6:4).

The book is a scroll. “See,” “write,” and “send” are the duties of a prophet.

The recipients are the seven churches, and everything in this book was for their edification;
that is, this book must be interpreted in light of the first-century mind.

1.1.2 The Description of Christ

Revelation 1:12 And | turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, | saw
seven golden candlesticks;

The imagery in this section of Revelation is designed to correct any misnomers that unbelieving
Jews are God’s chosen people or favored by God. The Lord is at work and His kingdom program
continues through Christians, not Jews, till the end of history.

Seven golden candlesticks: John turned to see the voice, but saw seven golden candlesticks
which represented the seven churches of Asia Minor.

The church’s imagery was drawn from Israel’s most sacred symbol — the candlestick. The OT
candlestick had seven stems. The imagery here presents each church as a candelabrum with a
purpose of shedding light on the Lord Jesus Christ. Should the light fail, the church will be
removed. Each church is a trustee of the gospel, a light upon a hill. This is analogous to Paul’s
teaching that each church is a pillar of truth (1 Timothy 3:15).

Israel’s most sacred symbol is transferred to the church of Jesus Christ. The church has become
the stewards of Hebrew symbols.

These icons were identified with the church, the true Israel of God composed of the spiritually
responsive of Israel and the spiritually responsive among the Gentiles. Together, they form the
family of God, the true Israel, the church of Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, the “synagogue of Satan” and their Jewish members stand in juxtaposition to the
church, the chosen people of God. These false Jews who were actual physical descendants of
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Abraham had no right to claim Israel’s sacred icons because they rejected the gospel announced
to them through Christ the Messiah.

It is, therefore, more appropriate for the Christians to light a candelabra than it is for Christ-
rejecting “Jews” to do so. We must remember that the church is composed of believers, Jews and
Gentiles, who compose the restored “tabernacle of David,” the true Israel of God (Acts 15:15).

Revelation 1:13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the waist with a golden girdle.

Candlesticks: Jesus walked in the midst of the candlesticks which is a symbol of the churches
belonging to Christ. Theology, not anthropology, was John’s grand focus. Christ, not man,
occupies center stage. Enough of man in the church! Let us see the Christ of God!

Son of Man: John beholds the Lord Jesus Christ, not as a disembodied spirit, but Christ in his
glorified, resurrected body. The title is not a reference to His humanity as much as it is to the
apocalyptic personage of our Lord. He likens Him to the “Son of Man,” a title taken from
Daniel’s vision (7:13ff) and a Messianic reference to the glorious apocalyptic Christ. John
described Jesus’ garments, not to give information, but to supply inspiration!

Garments: John’s description of our Lord’s clothing is not a literal picture of Jesus, but a
symbolic representation of Christ’s regal, priestly ministry. This was King Jesus the Sovereign,
crowned and glorified; Jesus, the High Priest of His people; Jesus, the Judge of All Mankind
serving in the heavenly temple metroplex which housed the great candelabra.

Revelation 1:14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes
were as a flame of fire;

Wool: White “like wool” suggests wisdom that comes from a righteous life. Jesus possesses
greater sagacity than an Eastern sage or room full of PHDs. This is John’s way of saying, “a
greater than Solomon is here.” Furthermore, the symbol emphasizes deity—the divine nature that
the Son of Man shares with the Ancient of Days as the Second Person of the Triune Spirit
(Matthew 12:42; Daniel 7:9).

Eyes as a flame of fire: His eyes like “a flame of fire” signify burning intensity, vigor, and
penetrating perception. This image highlights Jesus’ omniscience as Judge of all mankind. He
sees all and knows all—past, present, and future. Court is in session. The books are opened. He
knows the law and the facts in each case. And, He is ready to judge all that is contrary to His
holy character.

Revelation 1:15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his
voice as the sound of many waters.
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Feet like fine brass: This is symbolic language, not a literal description of our Lord’s feet.
Polished brass represents judgment. The figure communicates uncompromising, unyielding
integrity, the ability to prosecute complex cases in the Supreme Court of Heaven. Quite possibly,
the imagery was designed to show the strength of holiness and purity of Christ. The Holy One
was ready to purify His people. As a “faithful witness,” He throws the first stone (Deuteronomy
17:7). The Lord is serious about holiness, about love, and about the need for gospel
proclamation.

Sound of Many Waters: The phrase, “sound of many waters,” is imagery for unmistakable,
indomitable, and regal authority. His words command the attention of every living person, but
especially in the church which reverences the Word of God.

This vision of the glorified Christ is not a picture of a passive Christ sitting at the right hand of
God waiting for His reign to begin. He is not some effeminate caricature sitting on a cushion of
strawberries serving cotton candy to children at this circus on earth. We see a manly Christ who
is robed in splendor actively judging, rebuking, enabling, and rewarding His people. Judgment
must begin at the house of God and He does so with bone-crushing strength and iron convictions
(1 Peter 4:17).

Revelation 1:16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a
sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Seven stars: The seven stars are angels, ministering spirits, ready to serve the interests of Christ
on behalf of the church.

Two-edged sword: Priests not only served in the ministry of reconciliation but as law
enforcement personnel in the temple complex. The Scripture exhorted the priest to have a song
on their lips and a double-edge sword on their hip (Psalm 149:6). You didn’t want to mess with a
priest. These men were the elite the Green Berets of their day. Kings and military priests leading
their armies to war would be fully armed with a sword and buckle eager to march into the killing
fields to slaughter rebels.

Christ is a king-priest. This King-priest had a two-edged sword in His mouth showing us that it is
not through force and power that Christ conquers hearts but through preaching of the gospel that
souls are won. The imagery represents the Word of God that pierces, divides, and severs. This
was His only weapon, and it was sufficient to conquer the world (19:5). He speaks and it is done.
He commands and all must obey. The war for dominion on earth cannot be won with military
weapons, but by words—the Word of God. The war is not a physical fight, but a spiritual battle
for the hearts and minds and souls of men through gospel proclamation.

Let us learn a lesson: It behooves every believer to enter the coliseum in the contest for hearts
and minds. The ministry demands skills to conquer adversaries with the Word of God. Unlike
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Islam, Christians do not win souls through force and intimidation, but through the art of gentle
persuasion and sweet reasonableness. We convince, but do not coerce. Force is the way of
governments; “sweet reasonableness” is the way of Christ.

Christians may indeed be armed, but this is only for self-defense (Psalm 149:6). Offensive
weapons do not promote the gospel. Our sword for advancing the gospel is the supreme authority
of the Word of God. All truth is not God’s truth. The truth that wins hearts is not in science or
psychology or philosophy, but in the Holy Scriptures.

Humanists criticize Christians for quoting Bible verses in politics, but this is the power of the
saints! Only as we cling to the Word of God can we be victorious on the floors of debate.
Unfortunately, many believers have laid down their swords in political controversies. Let us not
do the same. The Word of God is our only offensive weapon. Let us read His Word, study His
Word, and memorize His Word always ready to wield its power to bring clarity to the moral
issues of our time.

As the sun: How can we describe the glory of Christ? John does so by comparing the brilliance
of His appearance with the blistering, overpowering rays of the sun at high noon. This was not
“sweet Jesus” holding lambs and smiling at children, but the Lord Christ with salt on his tongue
and a gavel in hand.

Revelation 1:17 And when | saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

Fell at his feet: Unlike a teenager who might have said, “Wow!” or “Cool,” John fell at his feet
like a man with a massive coronary. Falling was not just a proper reaction to Christ. It was the
only response John could render. Any other reaction would have been an act of insanity®.

Falling was an amazing reaction considering John walked with Christ for three and a half years
during Jesus’ earthly ministry. During our Lord’s sojourn on earth, John never fell to the ground
in stunning awe. When the apostle saw His Lord in His present risen life in great glory and great
power, his knees buckled. So overwhelming was this scene that John had to be strengthened by a
touch and a comforting word. It does not seem like much, but it was His Word and His touch.

° The sane mind accepts the historical truth about the Lord Jesus Christ regarding His death, burial, and resurrection.
The mind that rejects the Lord Jesus Christ and his historical visitation in history comes from an unsound,
irresponsible, and a foolish mind. Politically, we call the latter, “liberalism.” Liberalism is a belief set with
unreasonable ideas. Liberalism is not light but darkness, a belief that “suppresses the truth in unrighteousness;” a
belief system that promotes the sins of Romans one; a belief set that promotes feminism, abortion, sodomy, debt,
and women in the military on the front lines. The insane are not people living in the gutter, but men and women in
blue suits parading as legislators. They are people that believe that sheep and wolves can live together in the same
pasture; that Christianity and Islam deserve equal protection; that both are a way to God as long as you are sincere.
This is insanity.
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Christ speaks: He commands John to not to be afraid. As “first and last,” Christ reminded the
original readers that He ordained life, and that He outlasted death. “If God before us, who can be
against us?”

What was true for the seven churches needs to be applied to us. In order to succeed in our
mission, we need to see with the eye of faith the ascended Christ in His present, risen life.
Because Christians think too little about their Savior and Lord, the need of the hour is a fresh
vision of the Sovereign Christ in His highly exalted status.

Revelation 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Liveth and was dead: The rehearsing of the history of Christ by the risen Lord was designed to
provide comfort to John who was shocked and overwhelmed by the vision. Religion is ultimately
about man’s fundamental problem: every man is going to die! Because Christ solved man’s
fundamental problem through His death, burial, and resurrection, we have hope. John received
assurance that the Christ in his vision was the same Christ he knew on earth. It was like a cold
drink on a hot day to the shocked apostle.

Keys of hell and death: Keys are used for unlocking doors and for solving mysteries. Keys are
symbols of authority. Because Christ is the only religious leader that has conquered death, He
alone has the keys that unlock the doors of death and hell (Isaiah 22:22). All other religious
leaders are imposters.

Christ, not Greek philosophers, has the answer to the metaphysical challenges facing mankind.
Christ, not Caesar, has the ability to solve the problems of mankind. Christ, not the medical
profession has authority over death . . . and for this reason believers serve Christ, not man.
Christians confront the powers of darkness from a position of authority as ambassadors of Christ.

Care not what man (a human judge) may say, act on His authority. Know who you are and
exercise your heavenly commission to act as His ambassador on earth. In going before a federal
judge, a defendant said, “Unless your authority is greater than the authority of my Heavenly
Father who endowed me with unalienable rights, I demand you release me immediately or | will
be forced to arrest your bond.” The judge ordered his release (January 2008).

1.1.3 Instruction to John

Revelation 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the
things which shall be hereafter;

Apparently, John was so caught up in the vision, he forgot his commission. The threefold
instruction may best refer to the whole of John’s visions. To interpret the three verbs as past
(chapter 1), present (chapters 2 & 3), and future events (chapters 4-22) as the literary structure of
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the book including the premonitory signs of the Parousiafails in the literary analysis of this
book?®. All sections of John’s work are equally concerned with the interpretation of past, present,
and future events. Though John’s entire message was relevant for the people of his day and must
be interpreted in light of the original readers, it also has application for our time -- something
futurist interpreters seem to protest.!! Because the Spirit designed the work to disclose the
spiritual and political forces at work behind historical events that confront all men in the course
of history, the principles and commands in this book must be applied by modern Christians
though the book is not directly addressed to them or about them.

Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Mystery: A “mystery” is something that has a hidden meaning not readily understandable to an
ordinary mind. The imagery is identified. The candlesticks are seven churches.

Seven stars: The “seven stars” are the angels or messengers of the seven churches. Are the
angels / messengers pastors or literal angels? The use of a;ggeloi in Revelation refers to an angel,
not a human messenger. Real angels are also referred to as stars. Lucifer was called a star. In
Revelation twelve, one third of the stars were cast out of heaven. A star came down from heaven
to open the pit. Jews honor the star of Remphan (Acts 7:43). It appears, however, that the stars in
this context are angels. We know that angels are in attendance at church services, and that they
are instructed by the décor of the saints. Their activity here shows the gravity of the hour and
seriousness of the message (1 Corinthians 11:10).

Candlesticks: The seven churches are called “candlesticks.” The candlestick refers to the
menorah, Israel’s sacred icon. As the candlestick shed light upon the table of shewbread in the
temple, local churches shed light on Christ, the bread of life. This is the key to the book. John
applies Hebrew symbols to the church. The use of Hebrew symbols informs us that the church
has become the trustees of the Word of God and stewards of Israel’s icons. Israel’s sacred

10 Futurists hold to a past-present-future literary structure of the book. The weakness of this position is that it fails to
answer the most fundamental question interpretation, “What did the book as a whole mean to the original readers?”

Surely, the whole book, and not just chapters two and three, ministered to the critical needs of the Christians in Asia
Minor.

1 Futurists insist that 80% of the Book of Revelation applies to the future, and if 80% of the Book is addressing
alleged future events, then it has little application for today. If the “beastly government” is always in the future, then
the modern day Christian is blind to the “beastly” aspects in their own government at work in history now. The
result is that a futuristic interpretation prevents Christians from applying the admonitions of the book to present-day
conflicts. Such a view tends to create sweet, compliant, non-offensive slaves of the tyrannical state hell-bent on the
total subjugation of the total man to total government. This book was written so Christians would know how to
respond when their government takes on the character of the Great Whore of Babylon.
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symbols are absorbed and embraced by the true Israel, the ecclesia of Jesus Christ, the spiritual
sons of Abraham by faith, the one true people of God.

1.2 The Message to the Seven churches

The Book of Revelation is a message from Jesus Christ to the seven churches. Besides receiving
the whole of the book, each church received an individual letter. The Lord addresses the virtues
and vices of each congregation. Our job is to understand the message and to apply its lessons to
our times.

1.2.1 Ephesus

Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks;

This church is a study on the importance of doctrine, service to Christ, and the necessity of
having a balance between truth and love.

“Write” is another way of saying, “thus saith the Lord.”

“Holdeth” communicates the personal control and care of our Lord over His church. He loved
these people and held them in His hand.

“Walketh” conveys business, fellowship, and focused attention. Christ is identified as the
Investor and Inspector of the churches. The mere fact that He owned and inspected this church
realigned this community and brought it back into balance.

Ephesus: This city was a large metropolis containing about 250,000 people. It was one of the
elite cities of the ancient world, a great influential metropolis located near the coast of the
Aegean Sea. Three ancient roads merged at Ephesus. The city grew into a powerful commercial
center with a great seaport in the ancient world. Incorporated with Rome, the city became
autonomous and free. The honor expressed Rome’s confidence in the city’s loyalty to its political
system (Metzger, 1993).

Religiously, the great Temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, adorned
the urban center (Acts 19:35). The temple was approximately 400 feet long, 200 feet wide, 60
feet high, and it boasted of 137 polished marble pillars that strutted 66 feet into the sky. Thirty
massive pillars overlaid with gold beautified the complex. The worshippers erected a huge
grotesque statue of Diana in the holy of holies. The carving of her feet / dress represented an
image of the Tower of Babel. From her upper torso, hang fifteen female breasts--a symbol of the

Revelation: Standing Firm In Our Time 2.0 ©
Brooky Stockton , Professor of Theology Page 36 of 301



Commentary on Revelation

ancient fertility cult from Babylon. Thousands of eunuchs and prostitutes served in the temple.
Young girls earned their dowry by prostituting themselves at the temple before they were
married. No matter what law was broken, criminals could be protected if they reached the temple
area — an independent sovereign State sanctuary.

The Roman world included Britain, Germany, Spain, Babylon, Egypt, and North Africa. The
bulk of Christian influence was in Asia Minor. The church of Ephesus was founded by Pricilla
and Acquila, and later pastored by the Apostle Paul (Acts 19). Timothy was commissioned by
Paul to silence the false teachers in the area and to build the infrastructure of the congregations
(1Timothy 1:5ff). Quite possibly, it was due to Timothy’s influence that the church attained such
doctrinal integrity.

Paul spent three years in the area. So powerful was the influence of Christianity in this region
that the silversmiths started a riot to protest diminishing temple souvenir sales. Later, Paul
warned of ravenous wolves that would come in and not spare the flock (Acts 20:29-30). John
wrote to the second generation Christians and commended them for their patience and toil.

Revelation 2:2 | know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars:

The Ephesian Christians emerged a great church and possessed many admirable characteristics.
We would do well to eat the grapes and spit out the seeds; i.e., emulate its strengths and shun its
weakness. While some churches have more sugar than the fairy godmother, this congregation ate
Iron-man Wheaties for breakfast and wore steel toed boots.

Works: Their “works’ referred to their activities of faith and service to the Lord. Ladd says the
good works included the entire course of life and conduct (Ladd, 1972, p. 38).

Labor: The term “labor” (kopos) is translated as “trouble” and “weariness” in the NT. This
church contained early risers and late night workers; i.e., they were the energetic, tireless
servants of the gospel. This body of believers possessed doctrinal integrity, tested false apostles,
and exposed fake gospels. They did not tolerate apostates or apostasy. They confronted the
wolves and ran them out of the pasture.

Patience: The Ephesians excelled in patience (u'pomonh,n), endured hardship, and possessed a
“thick skin.” They worked under pressure and zealously opposed false teachers. These people
did not flinch under the war whoops of a doctrinal dispute, but remained strong in the face of
opposition. This was a discerning and courageous church. Intolerant of apostates, the believers
became holy and perceptive. What a blessing it would be if we had more congregations in
America like the Ephesian church!
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Revelation 2:3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored,
and hast not fainted.

The Lord continues his praise of this church.

Borne: The term “borne” refers to a pregnant woman carrying a child or a man carrying a pitcher
of water (Mark 14:13); i.e., this church carried responsibility well.

Patience: Patience is mentioned a second time. This church excelled under pressure (patience)
and endured the heat of social and legal conflict. Not only did this church stay in the battle, they
remained true to His name and true to the Word of God despite the pressures to walk down Easy
Street.

Labored: The word “fainted” (kekopiakes*?) is proceeded by a negative. The term was used of a
woman’s travail in child birth. Laboring day and night “for thy name’s sake, they were not weary
of soldiering for Christ This battalion of Christians showed no signs of surrender. The test of a
man is not how much he enjoys the benefits of the gospel, but where he stands when the faith is
under attack.

These soldiers did not quit or “tuck tail and run” on the battlefield. They charged to the battle
front. Unashamed of the gospel, these believers were tomcats scrappin’ and fightin” for Biblical
truth. Like a sweaty mule team pulling a wagon, these believers did not complain about the iron
cargo they carried.

This church shared the spirit of Winston Churchill:

“We shall fight on the beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds. We shall
fight in the fields, and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills. We shall never
surrender!” churches today would do well to follow the example of the Ephesians
by remaining true to Christ and to not grow “weary in well doing” (2
Thessalonians 3:13).

The spirit of the Ephesians rested on Billy Sunday who said,

“Listen, I'm against sin. I'll kick it as long as I've got a foot, I'll fight it as long as
I've got a fist, I've butt it as long as I've got a head, and I'll bite it as long as I've
got a tooth. And when I'm old, fistless, footless, and toothless, I'll gum it till I go
home to glory and it goes home to perdition.”

12 The word “fainted” (kekopi,akej) means “to be tired” or “to grow weary.” It is a perfect tense indicating the
energy of the church had not waned during its past and present conflicts.
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Revelation 2:4 Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first
love.

Nevertheless: The word “nevertheless” (alla) marks a strong contrast. This powerful church
with military discipline had one serious defect. While this church excelled in the marine virtues
of strength and courage, it was notably deficient in love and grace.

Against thee is a term of contempt. This church had a strength that degenerate into a fault. This
was a simple rebuke. No long lectures are given. No whip was used to correct this congregation.
It wasn’t needed.

First love: The phrase “left the first love” (h.n avga,phn sou th.n prw,thn avfh/kej) meant “to
leave,” or “to forsake.” It is the same word used of the disciples when they “left” their nets to
follow Christ (Matthew 4:20). The word “first” is in the adjectival position. The word “of you” is
a genitive meaning that this church, though doctrinally pure, had ceased producing love.
Churches fail along one or two lines: (1) a failure to be holy, or (2) a failure to love.

In fighting for truth, this church failed to nurse the wounded back to health. Intolerance of sin is
a virtue, but intolerance of weakness is a vice. A balanced life includes holiness and grace. It is
not easy to reflect both of these virtues, but it is our calling. We are chosen to be holy and to
resist sin, but we are also ordered to love and to care for the weak.

Possibly, the original affections of this church for Christ cooled over time. These believers had a
fondness of Jesus, and felt frisky when his name was mentioned, but they lacked a deep, deep
love for the Shepherd and His sheep. Sermons became intellectual and rigid. Their desire to be
doctrinally pure made them harsh and censorious. In attacking doctrinal error, many good
brethren were wounded by “friendly fire.” They knew how to jab people with the Sword of
Truth, but no one remembered to put band aids in their first aid Kit.

They were strong in truth, but weak in grace; strong in confrontation, but weak in consolation. A
church that crosses its t’s and dots its i’s can be a graceless church. Iron replaced velvet, and
bitterness replaced thankfulness. Thus, this church was all broccoli and no brownies. Someone
needed to teach them that it’s O.K. to have dessert once in a while. Their condition called for a
feast on the grace of God. These believers needed to taste the sweetness of Jesus and drink from
Calvary’s love—to realize “a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down, the medicine go
down-wown.”

We are apt to be very pert at censuring others while not enduring advice to ourselves.

“Nothing shews our Weakness more than to be so sharp-sighted at spying other
Men’s Faults, and so purblind about our own” (William Penn. (1644-1718).
Fruits of Solitude. The Harvard Classics. 1909-14).
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Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.

Remember: Lovelessness is no trivial matter. Christ called the Ephesians to remember the love
that permeated the congregation at its inception, to repent of gracelessness, and to return to the
duty of loving one another. To love and be loved is the best blanket for keeping warm.

Remove candlestick: So serious was this error, the Lord threatened to remove their
“candlestick™; i.e., their testimony unless they balanced out truth with love. Christ called for
repentance. Without truth, they would lose their witness for Christ. Without love they would
drive imperfect people out of the congregation.

Is there any doubt this church responded to the Lord’s gentle rebuke? Surely, they did!

Revelation 2:6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which |
also hate.

Nicolaitanes: Again, the Lord commends this church for its doctrinal purity—for fighting the
Nicolaitan heresy.

But, the identity of the Nicolaitanes is uncertain:

(a) Some scholars see this as a moral battle and identify them with Nicholus of Antioch
(Irenaeus) an early Christian disciple who led his disciples into unrestrained indulgence; i.e.,
toward free love and lawlessness.

(b) The deeds of the Nicolaitans could be an extreme reaction to restrictive practices common
among the stoics. Others see it as a form of antinomianism wherein people became lawless.
Possibly, the Nicolaitanes were the first “liberals” that rejected absolutes and embraced
permissiveness.

(c) Some even see this name as a reference to St. Nicholus*® on which some traditions of
Christmas are based.

(d) Possibly, the Lord is addressing a form of “works-righteousness” associated with Judaism
that seems to crop up in every age. Since overcoming this false doctrine is necessary to “eat of
the tree of life,” the Lord may be commending the Ephesian church for clinging to the gospel and
its “spiritual blessings” (Ephesians 1:3ff).

13 The Restored church of God) somehow errantly identifies the Nicolaitanes with “St Nicolas” and the winter
Solstice, and turn this passage into a condemnation of the celebration of Christmas. Without going into this with any
detail, Christians need to be reminded that the Book of Revelation dealt with first-century issues.
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The term “Nicolaitans” means “to conquer” (nikos) “the people” (laus). Thus, the Nicolaitans
could be a code-term in the political sense. It may refer to the Nimrod cult, the man who stole
human sovereignty to control men with force and coercion (Genesis 10 and 11). The Book of
Revelation has much to say about civil powers such as the white horse that went out to conquer,
the Beast and his followers, and the whore of Babylon that conquered the Mediterranean (6, 12,
13, 17, 18). If this be case, the “deeds of the Nicolaitans” would refer to those who manipulate
the masses through coercion and intimidation whether religious or civil. Both religion and
politics have their forms of power. Both tend to advance the belief in the total subjugation of the
total man to total government.

Definitely, the Lord is commending the Ephesians for not falling into the power cults.

Hate: Hate is an attribute of God. It is hard to be a good man unless one hates evil . . . and evil
men. This church hated evil, but it failed to love those that Christ loved. The call to love does not
mean the assembly had to depart from principle and to let the pendulum swing toward doctrinal
laxity. Love is not a cure all, but it is a multivitamin essential for a healthy body. A congregation
can be grounded in doctrine and in love. It can adhere to truth as well as to grace.

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To
him that overcometh will 1 give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.

Ears to Hear: “Let him hear” reminds us of the Shema, “Hear, O Israel . . .” (Deuteronomy 6:4).
The Spirit calls the newly reinstituted Israel to heed His instructions. The exhortation is to all
saints of all ages for all of time. God gave us one mouth and two ears. Let us close our mouth
and be all ears.

Overcome: Overcoming suggests warfare. The word “overcome” is derived from the Greek
word “nikon” (nikw/nti), which means “victory.” A nike Christian is one who is true to Christ;
one who strikes a balance between truth and love, justice and mercy, steel and velvet.

Truth and mercy are opposite virtues that kiss at Calvary (Psalm 85:10). Christians are called to
be tough and tender. Too often, we are tough when we should be tender and tender when we
should be tough. In our endeavor to avoid being a bowl of mush, we must avoid being
transformed into iron-platted armadillo. We must not only shun timidity in truth battles, we must
avoid the temptation to turn every disagreement into a sword fight. Love seeks a way to
reconcile; a way to mend fences; a way to bridge the gap between generations. We should not
ignore those who espouse doctrinal error, but neither should we correct everything with a whip
of nine tails. We win others to the side of truth using the art of gentle persuasion, not by bullying
them with Bible truth.
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A reward is promised: Everyone who accepts the shepherding care of Jesus will enter life. The
“tree of life” takes us back to Genesis. The imagery is that of entering paradise, the kingdom of
God, the eternal life of the age to come. Who are the overcomers? Overcomers are people of
faith who seek truth and love in conformity with law (1 John 5:1-4).

1.2.2 Symrna

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

This church is a study on ultimate values, true wealth, and the true nature of Judaism, the main
adversary of the gospel throughout the centuries.

Smyrna: The city is located 35 miles north of Ephesus. Its name means myrrh. It is the only city
of the seven that is still in existence today. It accommodates more than 100,000 people. At that
time, it had a large Jewish community. The metroplex contained five temples representing five
major deities. In an attempt to unify people, Rome subjected defeated peoples to humiliation by
taking their gods and placing them in Roman temples. Romans assimilated the conquered into
their civilization through religion. Rome defeated so many ethnic groups, it lacked a single
religion that could unite them all.

Multiculturalism weakened Rome and divided the Mediterranean world. Pluralism was not a
strength, but a weakness to overcome! Assimilated people preserved their hatreds, prejudices,
and conflicts of their country’s origin. They sequestered themselves in closed and aggressive
enclaves, and often expressed their opposition to public policy with violence. The only way to
keep the peace was through the crushing rigors of a military police State.

Caesar worship: Rome brought law and order to the region through rigid and repressive
controls. A powerful military presence subdued the Smyrnans. Over time, civil rulers began to
court the favors of the Roman Senate and their emperors. Julius Caesar was the first to accept the
title of a god, and he did so in order to unify the masses. Not all cities had a temple dedicated to
Caesar, but Smyrna did. Three hundred years before Revelation was written, the Symrnans
dedicated a temple to Roma.

In John’s day (26 AD.), Symrna completed a temple in honor of Tiberius Caesar to win the
praise of Rome. Once a year, authorities required the people to go to the temple to offer a pinch
of incense to Caesar. In so doing, people demonstrated allegiance to the State. Loyal citizens
received a certificate indicating their patriotism—a license that permitted them to conduct
business in the city market. Without a permit, how could an artisan conduct trade and earn a
living? To Christians, however, indulging the emperor cult was repugnant to the gospel. How
could believers participate in Caesar worship without compromising their faith? (Ladd, 1972;
Metzger, 1993).
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Polycarp: Christians in Smyrna felt the raw power of government when they declined to
participate in Caesar worship. Polycarp (70-155 AD.), a bishop of Symrna, was martyred in this
city for his refusal to share in the emperor cult. Polycarp, says Ladd, was accused of attacking
the city gods and forbidding Caesar worship in the city (p. 43). To Roman officials, Polycarp
was a terrorist because he practiced a dangerous religion. Polycarp believed that Christ was Lord
and that His law applied to all men and all of man’s institutions. When authorities demanded
Polycarp pledge allegiance to Caesar, Polycarp refused saying, "Eighty-six years | have served
Christ, and He never did me any wrong. How can | blaspheme my King who saved me?"

Polycarp’s great confession stands in stark contrast to modern day Christianity which sees no
problem with confessing Christ and pledging allegiance to the modern State and its statutory
control over men. In practice, government is God. Few ministers have the courage to confront
the ultra vires acts of the State. Out of fear of the IRS or some other government agency, pastors
refuse to address the Godless policies of the U.S. government. Such contradiction and duplicity
was not tolerated in Smyrna. No man can serve two masters!

First and Last: The inscription of Christ, “the first and the last” and “he that was dead, and is
alive,” encouraged believers to resist the emperor cult and to endure the suffering that ensued.
These believers served the Protos and the Eschatos, the Beginning and the End, the One Who
died and rose again. As Victor over death, Christ is Lord of all. As King of the nations, rulers
owe Him ultimate allegiance. In Symrna, devotion to Christ and devotion to the State collided.
Conflicted erupted, and many in Smyrna were hauled into court to face charges of treason
against Rome by the totalitarian State.

Revelation 2:9 | know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and |
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue
of Satan.

I know: Jesus stated, “I know thy works.” The Smyrnans learned that though they were rejected
by the State, they were accepted by the Lord. He knew their trials and stood by to assist them in
their legal conflicts.

Tribulation and poverty: The “tribulation” referred to here is the trial of living in an explosive,
politically-charged environment. Trade guilds expected loyalty to their deities and knew nothing
of “affirmative action.” Because Christians could not do business in the market place without
taking an oath of loyalty to the guild and or to Caesar, they scrounged for a living in the black
market. Refusing to apply for a State license resulted in a lower standard of living—the cost for
confessing Christ as King. Possibly, their property was looted by mobs or confiscated by local
government officials acting under color of law (Hebrews 10:34).

Rich: A human perspective about the dire straits of the Smyrnans might provoke pity or even
hostility, but Christ announced, “thou are rich!”” They were rich in insight about Christ; rich in
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faith; rich in courage; rich in patience; rich in so many virtues esteemed by Heaven’s King. They
did not possess the wealth of this world, but they possessed the wealth of heaven. These were
princes a foot; kings without gold; paupers without shame.

Synagogue of Satan: The term “synagogue of Satan” is a reference to Jewish hostility against
Christians. The Jews were the problem because they are generally antichrist, anti-Bible, and anti-
man . . . and Christians would do well to wake up and recognize that the Askenazi goi Jews of
today have adopted the same antichrist spirit and hostility that existed in the synagogue of Satan
in first century (1 Thessalonians 2:15).

The “true Jews,” by way of implication, are those who believe that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah, and
who accept Him as their Savior. False Jews, in John’s time, were physical descendants of
Abraham that claimed to be God’s people by virtue of their genetic relationship to Abraham. See
the Appendices in the Book for a lengthy explanation of “the Synagogue of Satan” and its
implication for our time.

Blasphemy: The word “blasphemy” means “to speak against.” Slander was not directed against
God, but against the followers of Christ! Slander is a form of murder, and it was the weapon of
choice by the Jews. By registering false complaints against them in court, the Jews incited civil
rulers to issue warrants for the arrest of Smyrnan Christians. Since the physical descendants of
Abraham rejected Christ, they were not Abraham’s true children (Galatians 3:1-14). They were
members of Satan’s army.*

Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days:
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Fear Not: Smyrna was a difficult neighborhood to live in. Hostility was high. Tempers were
short. Gangs ruled the streets. Political and legal harassment waited for opportunity. Without a
doubt, the Jews stirred up Roman authorities to charge Christians with crimes against the State.

“Fear not” was an admonition to be governed by faith and principle rather than by circumstance
and emotion. Greatness is determined, not by the size of one’s friends, but by the size of one’s
enemies. The enemy of these believers was none other than Satan himself. Jesus let His people
know that Satan had gained control of the political system and that the authorities were being
used by this ancient adversary to crush the advancement of the gospel. Bias in favor of the State

14 In Romans 9:6, Paul says that not “all out of Israel, are of Israel.” That is, there is a true Israel of God, the people
of God, the church of God. A Jew who believes in Christ is a member of true Israel. A Gentile who believes in
Christ inherits Israel’s promises and becomes member of the true Israel of God. But, a physical descendent of
Abraham who rejects Christ is not a member of true Israel; and is, in fact, a member of the “synagogue of Satan”
and the anti-God forces highlighted in the Book of Revelation.
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dominated the courts. Hostile to Christ, pagan authorities urged on by Jewish calumny marked
Christians as targets of police action. 